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Opening Thoughts
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• Who qualifies as deserving an 
answer from the Lord?

• What do those “deserving” people 
look like?

• How do you know for sure if 
someone ever got their life together?

• Does the Lord really love people so 
much that He reaches out to the 
despicable ones?

• We want to explore these questions 
in this study.



Opening Thoughts (Cont.)
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• John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the 
world…”

• The “so loved” part emphasizes 
passionate love for the world

• As messy, ugly and sinful as the 
world is, can God still love us?

• Actions often speak of a person's 
heart even more than words 
sometimes convey.  Let’s study 
examples of what God DID in order 
to understand this better



1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (NKJV)
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9 Now Jabez was more honorable than 
his brothers, and his mother called his 
name [c]Jabez, saying, “Because I 
bore him in pain.” 10 And Jabez called on 
the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that You 
would bless me indeed, and enlarge 
my [d]territory, that Your hand would be 
with me, and that You would 
keep me from evil, that I may not cause 
pain!” So God granted him what he 
requested.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-10395c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-10396d
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• Who was Jabez?
• What did his name mean?
• What did he do to be righteous?
• Why did he call out to God?
• Why did God listen to him?



Joshua 2:1 (NKJV)
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Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two 
men from [a]Acacia Grove to spy secretly, 
saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.”
So they went, and came to the house of 
a harlot named Rahab, and [b]lodged 
there.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5871a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5871b


Joshua 2:8-11 (NKJV)
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8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them 
on the roof, 9 and said to the men: “I know that 
the LORD has given you the land, that the terror of 
you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of 
the land are fainthearted because of you. 10 For we 
have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the 
Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, 
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites 
who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and 
Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as 
we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither 
did there remain any more courage in anyone 
because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in 
heaven above and on earth beneath.



Joshua 2:12-13 (NKJV)
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12 Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me 
by the LORD, since I have shown you 
kindness, that you also will show 
kindness to my father’s house, and give 
me [c]a true token, 13 and spare my father, 
my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and 
all that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5882c
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• Rahab became part of the Faith Hall of Fame 
(Hebrews 11)

• She was mentioned in the lineage of the 
Messiah

• She was saved from certain destruction even 
though everyone else in the city perished

• She recognized the “move of God” and 
forsook everything else to support what God 
was doing

• Prior to this encounter, she did not know God



Mark 10:46-48 (NIV)
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Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and 
his disciples, together with a large 
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind 
man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of 
Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside 
begging. 47 When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48 Many rebuked him and told him to be 
quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!”



Mark 10:49-52 (NIV)
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49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer 
up! On your feet! He’s calling 
you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he 
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
51 “What do you want me to do for 
you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to 
see.”
52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed 
you.” Immediately he received his sight 
and followed Jesus along the road.
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• Who was Bartimaeus?
• What did he want?
• Who did he ask?
• Why did Jesus listen?
• Was he righteous and deserving?
• How did Jesus find him?
• What does this say about finding the 

“lost” today?
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• What did you learn about who God 
answers?

• What do these accounts say to the 
person who has had many unbiblical 
relationships?

• What does this mean to the person 
incarcerated all of her life?

• What des this mean to the atheist?
• What about the crooked banker or 

crooked politician?  The list goes on.
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• Do you know anyone that has made 
a dramatic change in their life 
because of an encounter with God?


