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Welcome to “Examining Your Christian Faith at A Deeper Level”.  This course is 

designed for those who want to begin their journey into drawing closer to the Lord by 

strengthening their understanding of the Word.  Although this course consists of six 

sessions, it is intended to be the first in a series of courses that will take you a bit deeper 

in your understanding of the truths contained in the Bible.  In fact, there are countless 

truths contained in the Bible that God wants us to understand but without digging 

deeper into studying the Bible, a person cannot grasp it. 

Our goal in this six session series is to begin addressing the following: 

 

Session 1:  How To Study The Bible 

Session 2:  What Does The Bible Say About God? 

Sessions 3 and 4:  Was Jesus A Good Man, A Prophet or More? 

Session 5:  Who Is The Devil? 

Session 6:  What Is The Truth About Heaven and Hell? 

 

This course is open to anyone who is interested in participating.  It will be held via 

conference call so anyone interested in signing up should go to the calendar of events 

on our church website (http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events ).  From there, 

you can sign up for the Christian Strengthening Class which begins on September 22, 

2016.  All those participating should sign-up by September 19, 2016.  If you have further 

questions, please call our office at 410-846-0126.  

  

http://www.makeplainjesus.org/calendar-events
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What Is The Truth About Heaven and Hell? 

This is the last class in our MPJ Christian Strengthening 201 series.  All the classes in 

the series were designed to give you a deeper understanding of the foundations of your 

Christian faith and dispel hearsay and rumors about what the Bible says.  At this stage, 

you should be poised to go deeper into your study of the spiritual truths regarding your 

authority and purpose in Christ.   

Today’s class will begin to answer the question, “What Is The Truth About Heaven and 

Hell?”  As mentioned at the beginning of each class, it is impossible to cover everything 

in the time that we have for this class therefore we will only be able to address key 

points.  Additionally, we want to encourage you to take good notes during this class and 

to study the materials and references provided for your further edification.  Always 

remember what Jesus told us in Matthew 7:7 –  

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you”. 

 

Digging Deeper 

Is Heaven real or a figment of our imagination?  Do images of baby angels with small 

wings floating in the air come to mind?  Do you envision people playing harps while 

sitting on a cloud?  Before accepting these and other images as truth, we must turn to 

the “Book of Truth”, which is the Bible, for answers. 

The first thing we must address is what “Heaven” means?  The scriptures understood 

that the word “Heaven” could mean one of three heavens.  Yes, I did mention three 

Heavens.   

First Heaven Atmosphere where clouds and birds 
reside.  The atmosphere above the 
earth. (Acts 1:11; John 17:1) 

Second Heaven Interstellar space where sun, 
moons, planets, stars and galaxies 
reside. (Genesis 22:17; Deut. 4:19; Job 
38:31-33; Is. 13:10; Matthew 24:29) 

Third Heaven Beyond physical universe where 
God resides. (2 Cor. 12:2; Heb. 9:24; 
Matt. 6:9) 
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The Old Testament writers understood this concept in the writings.  Scholars have noted 

the word “heaven” in Hebrew is plural.  It is this third Heaven where Believers who have 

died are taken.  This is the place where you experience His full glory.  Heaven provides 

love, peace, strength and perfection. 

2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught 
up to the third heaven. 

- 2 Corinthians 12:2 
 

When Jesus mentioned that He was going to prepare a place for us, He was referencing 

the Third Heaven, which is what we will reference for the remainder of this discussion.   

 

Heaven is the epitome of a perfect place.  Everything is beautiful, vibrant and lovely.  

This is the place of God’s Throne.  Additionally, it is the place of the Heavenly Hosts, 

inclusive of angels and saved souls.  God’s Creation abides here in a loving relationship 

with their Father and Creator. 

If you were to look around Heaven, you would notice countless angels (“messengers”) of 

varying types and sizes performing different purposes.  All the angels serve and worship 

the Father.  From scripture, we can learn a great deal about the angels but not 

everything.  Angels appear to be large and completely responsive to the Word of God.  

Nothing is chaotic because everyone has its purpose.  Not only are they large, but some 
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angels have wings while others do not.  It appears the angels are structured in a 

hierarchy similar to the table listed below.1 

Highest Level Cherubim Cherubim appear to be the 
highest ranking of the 
heavenly beings. One reason 
cherubim are never called 
angels may be because they 
are never messengers. They 
are never used in Scripture 
to carry revelation or 
instruction from God to 
men. They are used to 
protect God's glory and 
proclaim His grace.  

 Seraphim Seraphim are never 
messengers. Their function 
seems to be showing forth 
the holiness and 
transcendence of God. 
When the prophet Isaiah 
confessed his sinfulness 
and uncleanness, a 
seraphim flew with a live 
coal to touch Isaiah's lips 
and purge his sin (Is. 6:6-
7). This is a priestly type of 
service for God whose holy 
standards demand that 
believers be cleansed 
before serving Him.  

 Living Creatures The purpose of the living 
creatures—whatever they 
are—seems to be to 
worship God directly, to 
witness the worship of God 
by redeemed men and, in 
Revelation, to direct the 
judgments of God.  

Archangel Michael specifically 
mentioned 

There are some who 
believe there are three but 
only Michael is mentioned.  
(Jude 9). 

                                                             
1 Taken from The Truth About Angels, written by Terry Law 
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Special Messenger Gabriel is the angel who 
“stands in the presence of 
God” (Luke 1:19) 

Whenever he appears, it is 
to communicate revelation 
and interpretation 
concerning God's kingdom 
development. His name 
means "mighty one of 
God." In Scripture, he 
appeared in the form of a 
man, spoke with a man's 
voice and had the power of 
touch as humans do. He 
has great strength and is 
the angel described in 
Daniel as flying swiftly.  

Angels Generic term meaning 
“messenger” 

This name is the generic 
name given to all angels in 
Heaven, inclusive of 
Guardian Angels.  There 
may be additional rankings 
but it isn’t known to us. 

 

Lastly, there appear to be governmental authority or structure amongst angels as well as 

demons.  This structure can be categorized into the following groups. (Rom. 8:38; 1 Cor. 

15:24; Eph. 1:21) 

Thrones 
Dominions 

Principalities 
Authorities 

Powers 
World Rulers 

Wicked Spirits 
 

Worship 

The music is described as beyond beautiful.  The harmony of the sounds and the awe 

found in the worship surpasses anything heard upon the Earth.  All accolades are 

directed towards God because they experience His presence regularly and know how 

deserving He is of the worship.  Think about the Heavenly Hosts who sang while the 

shepherds watched outside of Bethlehem.  What an awesome experience it must have 

been! 
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In Heaven, we will forever be with Jesus.  His beauty to behold and His love to embrace.  

He will call you by name, show you the beauty in Heaven and teach you.  As He brings 

you to the throne room, you see the beauty conveyed in scripture, especially in 

Revelation.  The closer you get to the throne, the scripture in Revelation 5:11-12 

becomes truly relevant. 

 

 

In Heaven, there is no darkness, no sickness, no lack but perfect unity and fulfillment. 

Souls that were saved abide in Heaven in perfect health and peace.  Unity abounds 

everywhere since everyone serves God.   Because God is there, He fulfills every want and 

desire!  It is best described in Revelation 21:4. 
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How Do You Get There? 

Heaven is the destination for those who have given their lives to Jesus.  There is no 

other group of people that can enter Heaven.  Those that are saved can come from any 

geographical or ethnic background.  Once a person is saved, their name is written in the 

Lamb’s Book of Life.  When the person’s physical life ends, his spirit and soul are taken 

to Heaven by the angels of God.  This journey occurs the moment the body dies.  Each 

person will remain in Heaven until Jesus’ second coming.  Look at the following text 

taken from The Truth About Angels. 

Today, when a Christian dies, he or she is carried by angels directly to the presence of 
Jesus. 
 
In Ephesians 4:8, Paul wrote that Jesus ascended and "led captivity captive." Paradise 
ascended with Jesus and is no longer in the realm of Hades, the "place of the dead." 
We see this in the death of the first martyr, Stephen. As Stephen was being stoned to 
death, he saw Jesus standing at the right hand of the Father in heaven and said, "Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit" (Acts 7:59). Immediately afterward he died, and I believe his 
spirit went directly to Jesus. 
 
There are many other verses that also support this, such as 2 Corinthians 5:8 in 
which Paul wrote of being "absent" from the body and "present" with the Lord. 
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The Alternative to Heaven 

In like manner, when a person who is not saved dies, his spirit and soul still live.  

Unfortunately, their destination is not Heaven but Hell.  Hell was never designed as a 

place for people but sin has caused it to be the destination of the unsaved.  This is not an 

imaginary place but a real destination.  This is a one-way trip to eternal misery without 

the possibility of parole or escape.  Those unfortunate enough to go to hell experience 

eternal torment because they refused to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

Additionally, they refused to receive His free gift of salvation.  Since Jesus will not force 

anyone to choose Him, each person makes their own choice to go to Hell.   

Many scriptures describe Hell, it’s torment and separation from God.   For instance, 

Matthew 25:45-46 says: 

 

 

Additionally, Matthew 9:43 says: 
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As mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, Hell was never designed for people.  It was 

designed as a place of punishment for Satan and his followers because of their rebellion.  

Satan and his group already know their fate but he has convinced mankind to think it 

doesn’t apply to people.  Here’s what Jesus said about it: 
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This is the reason why Jesus wants the Gospel spread to the ends of the Earth so that 

people would know they have a Savior who would keep them from this eternal 

destination of torment.  It is also the reason why He is so patient and continues to ask 

the “Lost” to come to Him.  To get this point across, Jesus told a story that is relevant to 

all ages.  Read Luke 16:19-31. 

Jesus depicted a place where people realized they made the wrong choice and then 

wanted to say “I’m sorry”.  Unfortunately, judgement had already been passed.  This is a 

fate you do not want your loved ones to experience.  We need to pray for our families 

and others who are lost and have not given their lives to Jesus.  Many falsely believe 

everyone will go to Heaven but that is not true.  It is based on a person choosing Jesus. 
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Questions: 
 

1. The Bible mentions Heaven and Hell frequently.  Does it ever mention an 
intermediate place that allows you to change your destination? 

 
 
 
 

2. Does everyone go to Heaven? 
 
 
 
 

3. Why was Hell originally designed? 
 
 
 
 

4. What did Jesus say He would prepare for us when He went back to Heaven? 
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5. What are some of the characteristics of Hell? 
 
 
 

6. How does a person avoid Hell? 
 
 
 

7. Are all angels the same?  Why? 
 
 

 
8. What happens when a person dies? 

 
 
 

 
 


